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9,58. Took on board Lieut. Richardson and nine men of
Defender, whom I found collecting German survivors
in Defender's boats; also Ober-Leutnant zur See
Frederick Braune, one petty officer and one stoker.
I did not take the remainder on board (some 30 to
40 men),* as I considered it would impair the efficiency
of .64. I ascertained that the boats were provided
with provisions and water, and directed the Ober-
Leutnant which way to go home.

10,10. Proceeded south-westerly, hearing heavy firing
in that direction."

Later he tried to attack the Frauenlob and Stettin, but was just
unable to get within torpedo range.

Lieut.-Commander Leir's modest report does not do justice
to his gallant optimism, resource and confidence in his ability
to overcome all difficulties. His conduct in remaining on the
surface in the vicinity of the enemy, in a visibility which gave
him only a few moments' law; his rescue of the boat's crew of
the Defender, who would otherwise have been taken prisoners,
and his generous treatment of the Germans, make a brave tale
of adventure.

When Leir reported to me personally on his return, he told
me that he had picked up the Defender's boat's crew, but did
not mention having taken any prisoners. I remarked, without
any intention of reflecting on his failure to do so, that it was a
pity we had had to allow all those German prisoners to escape
with our boats. He was very apologetic and said, "I have
brought back ' samples,' sk! " He then went on to tell me
how interested the German officer was in the handling of the
submarine; no one, the latter declared, except those actually
employed in their submarines, was allowed to enter them, except
by permission of Admiral von Tirpitz. When Leir was attack-
ing the Stettin the German officer stood alongside him, and
when the attack failed and Leir remarked, " I nearly got one
of your cruisers then," the German said, " Yes, I heard you
make ready the torpedo."

E~i (Lieut.-Commander F. Fielmann), hearing heavy firing,
stood towards it, and saw flashes of gunfire and the splashes of

* " Germany's High Sea Fleet in the World War," by Admiral Scheer, page 48.
Forty-four survivors were recovered.